prise, this authority pronounced his sea tale
good. Then came-the favorable opinion of Com-
modore Shubrick, of which the author wrote:
" Anxious to know what the effect would be

on the public, I read a chapter to S------, now

captain, which contained an account of a ship
working off-shore in a gale. My listener be-
trayed interest as we proceeded, until he could
no longer keep his seat. He paced the room
furiously until I got through, and just as I laid
down the paper he exclaimed: ' It is all very
well, but you have let your jib stand too long,
my fine fellow!' I blew it out of the bolt-rope
in pure spite! " And thus it was that when the
author " came beating out of the ' Devil's Grip/ "
this old messmate jumped from his seat and
paced the floor with strides, not letting a detail
escape him. Cooper was fully satisfied and
accepted the criticism, and the tale, alive with
spirited description of sea-action, won the day.
It was written with all the author's power and
accuracy of detail. In " Mr. Gray" appeared
John Paul Jones, while " Long Tom Coffin"
was said to be Mr. Irish, the mate of the
Stirling, in which the lad " Cooper made his
voyage before-the-mast." Of this mate and the
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